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language can only reveal the factual43

Ethics and Aesthetics are used in the absolute sense. Wittgen-
stein says that for all I wanted to do with them was just to go
beyond the world and that is to say beyond significant lan-
guage.44 The above make it very clear that there cannot be a
possibility of formulating operational definitions of the evaluative
concepts of aesthetics. For any absolutistic usage of concepts like
the beautiful, the good etc. cannot be translated into any parti-
cular empirical sense. Thus Wittgenstein makes it very clear
that no essential definitions of general concepts are possible. He
illustrated this problem by the example of the word 'game'. In
case of games tliere is no essence or common element to them.
What holds about the concept of 'game' applies to all aesthetic
concepts. Aesthetic concepts like 'beautiful*, 'ugly' etc. defy any
essential and common definitions. One cannot enumerate any
.essential characteristics of 'beautiful' or *ugly' things,

*'One of the most interesting points which the question of not
'being able to describe is connected with (is that) the impression
-which a certain verse or bar in music gives you is indescribable."
1 do not know what it is ---- Look at this transition . . . what is
:it ? I think you would say it gives you experiences which cannot
be described. First of all it is of course, not true that whenever
we hear a piece of music or liae of poetry which impresses us
greatly, we say, 'this is indescribable.* But it is true that again
-and again we do feel iodised to say CI cannot describe my
experience.'*5

He says that in music we get certain images, organic feelings,
captions and impflessiom etc. but*we still do not know how to
analyse this itipresskm.'46

43. WiHge^eki, U 'A Lecturer m JBtbtcs*. The Philosophical Review

44,  Ibid, p. 11,

45.  Barret, C.{ed.}>l^ttma& Comedian m Aesthetes

Ibid, p. 38.